
NOTICE OF MEETING  
 

OF THE  
 

INTEGRATED WASTE MANAGEMENT 
LOCAL TASK FORCE 

 
Merced County Association of Governments 

Conference Room 
369 West 18th Street 
Merced, CA  95340  

  
(209) 723-3153 

 
TUESDAY, MARCH 24, 2009 3:00 PM 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
  
 MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ADDRESS ANY ITEM 

ON THE AGENDA DURING CONSIDERATION OF THAT 
ITEM. 

  
2. ROLL CALL 
  
3. ORAL COMMUNICATION 
 PERSONS WISHING TO ADDRESS AGENDA ITEMS OR 

COMMENT ON ANY ITEM NOT ON THE AGENDA, MAY 
DO SO AT THIS TIME.  COMMENTS ARE LIMITED TO 

THREE MINUTES PER PERSON.  PLEASE STATE YOUR 
NAME AND ADDRESS FOR THE RECORD. 

FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA, NO ACTION WILL BE 
TAKEN AT THIS TIME.  IF IT REQUIRES ACTION, IT 
WILL BE REFERRED TO STAFF AND/OR PLACED ON 

THE NEXT AGENDA. 
  
 COPIES OF STAFF REPORTS OR OTHER WRITTEN         

DOCUMENTATION RELATING TO ITEMS OF BUSINESS 
REFERRED TO ON THE AGENDA ARE ON FILE IN 

THE OFFICE OF MERCED COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF 
GOVERNMENTS.  PERSONS WITH QUESTIONS 

        CONCERNING AGENDA ITEMS MAY CALL MCAG 
TO MAKE INQUIRY REGARDING THE NATURE OF THE 

ITEM DESCRIBED ON THE AGENDA. 
 
 



ITEM  STAFF
    
*  4. Minutes of the December 2, 2008 IWMLTF meeting  
    
    # 5. CFL Bulb and Electronic Recycling  Jennifer Halpin
    
  For information only.  
    
    # 6. 2009 Community Clean-Up Dates  Tom Gaffery
    
  For information only.  
    
    # 7. Residential Waste and Diversion Programs  Jennifer Halpin
    
  For information only.  
    
    # 8. Agricultural Recycling Resource Directory  Jennifer Halpin
    
  For information only.  
    
    # 9. Oral Report - California Product Stewardship Council  Bob Gedert
    
* 10. CPSC Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR)  Jennifer Halpin
    
  a. Consider the CPSC pledge of support and the extended 

producer responsibility (EPR) resolution and take action 
on it at a later time; or 

 

  b. Take action now by recommending that the MCAG 
Governing Board sign the pledge of support and/or pass 
the EPR resolution. 

 

    
* 11. Direction of the Integrated Waste Management Local Task 

Force 
 Marjie Kirn

    
  Recommend future directions for the IWMLTF to the MCAG 

Governing Board. 
 

    
 12. Adjournment  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
*Action    #Attachment   +Enclosure



 

  

 

 

INTEGRATED WASTE MANAGEMENT 
LOCAL TASK FORCE 

 
December 2, 2008 

 
MINUTES 

 
The regular meeting of the INTEGRATED WASTE MANAGEMENT LOCAL TASK 
FORCE held Tuesday, December 2, 2008 at the Merced County Association of Governments 
conference room, 369 W. 18th Street, Merced, California, was called to order by Chair Tom 
Grave at 3:01 PM.  

 
MEMBERS PRESENT 
Tom Grave, Environmental Representative, Merced Alliance for Responsible Growth 
Julie Hernandez, Private Refuse Hauler, Waste Management 
Patti Dossetti, County Citizen-at-Large 
Lila McIver, City Citizen-at-Large, Merced  
Dennis Shuler, Private Refuse Hauler, Gilton 

 
MEMBERS ABSENT 
Paul Fillebrown, Merced County Director of Public Works 

 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Scott Johnston, Merced County Solid Waste Division 
Mary Kay Cruz, Merced County Solid Waste Division 
Marjie Kirn, Merced County Association of Governments 
Jennifer Halpin, Merced County Association of Governments, IWMLTF Secretary 
  
3. Oral Communications 

 
Patti Dossetti and Lila McIver are the newest members to the IWMLTF.  
 

4. Minutes of the August 26, 2008 Local Task Force 
 

After presenting the MCAG Bi-annual recycling survey to IWMLTF members, Keith 
Hester mentioned that Fresno State also did a recycling survey.  IWMLTF members 
requested a copy of the Fresno State survey to see how it compared to the MCAG survey; 
however, the survey was never received. 
 
Patti Dossetti moved to accept the minutes of the August 26, 2008 IWMLTF meeting. 
Seconded by Julie Hernandez. 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
5. Updated “Tire Care & Recycling Program” Brochure 
  

Jennifer Halpin updated the 2000/2001 “Tire Care & Recycling Program” brochure with 
English and Spanish versions.  Copies of the English brochure were mailed to all City 



  

Managers, the County of Merced Division of Public Works and the Division of 
Environmental Health. 

 
6. Home Depot Taking Back CFL’s for Free 

 
Jennifer Halpin announced that compact fluorescent lights (CFLs) are accepted at Home 
Depot returns desks.  The information about the program is posted on 
www.mercedrecycles.com (MCAG’s website for recycling information), but it could also 
be made into a press release for the newspapers and placed in the MCAG newsletter. 

 
7. New Recycling Laws 

 
Jennifer Halpin summarized the newest California recycling laws that will be in effect to 
help deter metal, CRV container, and newspaper thefts. 

 
8. 2008-09 First Quarter Report to the Merced County Regional Waste Management 

Authority Board 
 

Scott Johnston summarized the 2008-09 First Quarter Report to the Merced County 
Regional Waste Management Authority. 
 
Tom Grave made a correction to page 3 of the report, stating that “Federal” should be 
changed to “Final” in “Federal Environmental Impact Report (FEIR). 

 
9. Ag-Chem Container Recycling 
 

Through a partnership with the Merced County Agriculture Commissioner and Interstate 
Ag Plastics, agricultural-chemical (ag-chem) containers from growers and commercial 
applicators will be collected for free. 
 
There are three days left in the schedule: January 12, 13 and 14.  

 
10. New Recycling Hauler for the Merced County Area 
  

Jennifer Halpin informed the IWMLTF of Eagle Recycling, a new recycler to the area.  
Eagle Recycling would like to offer free recycling services to schools in Merced County.  
Currently, only a few schools have recycling programs in place. 
 

11.  Adjournment 
 
After much discussion, Chair Tom Grave would like to meet with staff to receive 
direction on adding a discussion item to the next agenda about where the IWMLTF is 
heading and what its duties should be. 

 
THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS, THE INTEGRATED WASTE 
MANAGEMENT LOCAL TASK FORCE WAS ADJOURNED AT 3:55 PM.  
 

 



  

 
 

ITEM 5  
  
 
 MEMORANDUM  

 
DATE: MARCH 17, 2009 
 
TO:  INTEGRATED WASTE MANAGEMENT LOCAL TASK FORCE  
 
FROM: JENNIFER HALPIN, RECYCLING INFORMATION SPECIALIST  
 
SUBJECT: CFL BULB AND ELECTRONIC RECYCLING 

     
BACKGROUND 

 
Compact fluorescent light bulbs (CFLs) and electronics cannot be thrown into regular solid 
waste or recycling containers because they contain toxins.  (CFLs contain trace amounts of 
mercury while electronics contain cadmium, lead and mercury)  Because of this, these items 
need to be properly disposed of. 
 
Attached are handouts that list places within Merced County that accept these items from 
residents, free of charge. 
 
REQUESTED ACTION 
 
For information only. 
 
Attachments: CFL Bulb Recycling 
  E-waste Recycling 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CCFFLL  BBuullbb  RReeccyycclliinngg  
February 25, 2009 

 
 According to the EPA’s Energy Star® Program, if every American switched out 
one incandescent light bulb to an energy-saving compact fluorescent light bulb (CFL),   
it would prevent more than 600 million in annual energy costs and prevent greenhouse 
gases equivalent to the emissions from 800,000 cars. 
 
 Switching from the traditional incandescent light bulbs to CFLs is an easy 
change consumers can do to make their home more energy-efficient. 
 
 However, CFLs also contain small amounts of mercury in each bulb and should not be thrown 
into the trash once they eventually wear out.  They should be properly recycled at any of the three 
following locations in Merced County for free: 
 

1) The Home Depot (Los Banos: 209-509-3940, Merced: 209-722-2600) - The Home Depot® 

launched a national in-store, recycling program for compact fluorescent light (CFL) bulbs.  At 
each of its 1,969 locations, customers can bring in any expired (dead), unbroken CFL bulb 
inside a plastic bag and deposit both the bulb and bag into the orange collection unit.  The 
collection units will be located at either the front end of the store near the entrance, by the 
Returns Desk, or near the exit doors. 

 
Address:  1955 E. Pacheco Blvd., Los Banos 
  1735 W. Highway 140, Merced 
Hours:  Please call for hours. 
 

 
2) Merced County Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Facility 209-381-1100 or  

209-723-4753 – The facility accepts CFLs, fluorescent tubes and other HHW; such as, non-
empty aerosol cans, batteries, electronics, paint, “Sharps,” and used motor oil/filters. 

 
Address:  6040 N Highway 59, Merced (located to the left of the Merced County Landfill 

scale house) 
Hours:  Monday to Friday from 9 AM – 4 PM and Saturday from 9 AM – 1 PM.   Closed 

on Sundays. 
 

 
3) Billy Wright Landfill 209-826-1163 – The drop off location accepts CFLs, electronics, 

fluorescent tubes, car/truck batteries, household batteries, used motor oil and used oil filters. 
 

Address:  17173 S. Billy Wright Road, Los Banos 
Hours:   Monday to Saturday from 8 AM – 4 PM and Sunday from Noon – 4 PM 

 
 

 
 
For more information, please contact MCAG Recycling Information 
Specialist at 209-723-3153 ext. 315 or jennifer.halpin@mcagov.org. 



 
Electronic “E-waste” Recycling 

      
February 25, 2009 
 
 

     As of February 9, 2006, old electronics, or “E-waste,” cannot be thrown away with 
the regular solid waste or recycling because of toxic metals found within them, such 
as cadmium, lead and mercury.   
 
     The following is a list of places within Merced County that will accept E-waste for free: 
 
1. Best Buy 209-383-3623 – Starting February 15, 2009, Best Buy Co., Inc. will be accepting 

electronics for recycling in all of its 1,006 stores nationwide.  Customers can bring in up to two (2) 
units of consumer electronics per day, per household, including televisions and monitors up to 32”, 
computer CPUs and notebooks, computer mice, keyboards and speakers, small electronics, DVD 
and VCR players, phones and remotes. 
 
Best Buy also accepts the following in a collection kiosk between the sliding doors: cell phones, 
CDs, DVDs, inkjet cartridges, PDA/smart phones, and rechargeable batteries. 
 
 Address:  1764 W. Olive Avenue, Merced 

  Hours:   Please call for hours. 
 
 
2. Billy Wright Landfill 209-826-1136 – Accepts the following from Merced County residents: 

electronics, up to 3 car/truck batteries per resident, CFL bulbs and fluorescent tubes, used motor oil 
and used oil filters.  Drop off facility is located to the right of the scale house. 

 
 Also accepted at the landfill for free are commingled recyclables [cardboard, mixed paper (of any 

color and thickness), glass bottles and jars, metal cans, plastics numbered #1 - #5 and #7, and 
plastic bags bundled inside another plastic bag]. 

 
  Address:  17173 S. Billy Wright Road, Los Banos 
  Hours:   Monday – Saturday: 8 AM – 4 PM and Sunday: noon – 4 PM 
 
 
3. Diamond C Enterprises 209-261-8646 – Accepts all electronics, such as: cell phones, computers, 

monitors, computer accessories (mice, keyboards, speakers), laptops, hard drives, office machines 
(copiers, fax machines, printers, scanners), DVD and VCR players, microwaves, stereos, 
telephones and TVs. 
 
 Must call to make an appointment. 

 
 

4. Goodwill Industries 209-384-2586; www.goodwill-sjv.org – accepts computer monitors and other 
computer equipment. 

 
Address:  32 W. Olive Avenue, Merced 
Hours:   Please call for hours. 
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5. Merced County Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Facility 209-381-1100 or 209-723-4481; 

www.co.merced.ca.us – accepts all electronics for free from households.  Businesses need to call 
to pre-register and pre-pay before visiting the HHW Facility. 
 
Also accepts other HHW, such as: antifreeze, non-empty aerosol cans, car/truck batteries, CFLs 
and fluorescent tubes, fertilizer, household batteries, paint, used motor oil and oil filters.   
 
Maximum amount of HHW accepted per vehicle is 15 gallons of liquid HHW or 125 pounds of solid 
HHW. 
 
 Address:  6040 N. Highway 59 
 Hours:   Monday to Friday: 9 AM – 4 PM and Saturday: 9 AM – 1 PM;  
   Closed Sundays 

 
 
6. Universal Service Recycling  209-233-3100, www.USRscrap.com – accepts and offers payments 

for all electronics including appliances. 
 

Universal also accepts car/truck batteries, tractor batteries, and metal.  
 
 Address: 450 N. Tower Road, Merced 
 Hours:  Monday to Friday: 8 AM – 4 PM and Saturday: 8 AM – 2 PM 
 
 

7. UNICOR Federal Prison Industries 209-386-4861; www.unicor.gov - accepts all electronics. 
 

Address and hours:  Located in Atwater.  Please call before dropping off e-waste. 
 
 

8. Western Recycling 209-827-1784; westernrecycling@aol.com – accepts computer accessories 
(mice, keyboards, speakers), monitors, office equipment and televisions. 

 
Western also accepts car/truck batteries, paper including newspaper and phonebooks, cardboard, 
appliances and metal. 
 

Address:  1220 E Street, Los Banos 
Hours:   Monday to Saturday: 9 AM – 5 PM 

 
 

 
 
For more information, please contact MCAG Recycling Information 
Specialist at 209-723-3153 ext. 315 or jennifer.halpin@mcagov.org 
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ITEM 6  
 MEMORANDUM  

 
DATE: MARCH 17, 2009 
 
TO:  INTEGRATED WASTE MANAGEMENT LOCAL TASK FORCE  
 
FROM: JENNIFER HALPIN, RECYCLING INFORMATION SPECIALIST  
 
SUBJECT: 2009 COMMUNITY CLEAN-UP DATES 

     
BACKGROUND 
 
Community cleanups allow residents to discard their bulky items, tires, appliances, and other 
items for either free or at a minimal cost.  They are sometimes paired up with County of Merced 
Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) events; however, there will not be any Spring HHW 
collection events for 2009 due to lack of funding. 
 
The community cleanup dates for the Cities and County of Merced are as follows: 
 
City of Atwater: March 21 from 7 AM – 2 PM across from 470 Aviator Drive 
City of Dos Palos: April 25 from 9 AM – 12 PM behind Johnnie’s cleaners 
City of Gustine: April 4 and April 11 from 9 AM – 2 PM at the recycling drop off area (26501 
Carnation Road).  There will also be an e-waste and used car/truck battery collection in the south 
parking lot of Schmidt Park. 
City of Livingston: must schedule an appointment with Gilton for the Bulky Item Cleanup 
Program by calling 1-800-894-8980.  Residents can call anytime to schedule an appointment to 
have their items picked up at the curb. Limit two pickups a year. 
City of Los Banos: April 4 from 9 AM – 2 PM at Ranchwood Park and the Fairgrounds 
City of Merced: April 18 and 19, and April 25 and 26 from 6:30 AM – 2:30 PM with 
undesignated locations at this time. 
County of Merced: Please see attached schedule for the multiple cleanup dates and locations 
throughout the County. 
 
REQUESTED ACTION 
 
For information only. 
 
Attachments: 2009 Atwater Cleanup News Release 

2009 County of Merced Community Clean-up News Release 
Household Hazardous Waste Disposal Options for 2009 

 
 
 
 
 
 





NEWS RELEASE 

 

 
 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 
Road Division 

 
 
 
Paul A. Fillebrown 
Director 
 
345 West 7th Street 
Merced, CA  95341 
Phone: (209) 385-7601 
Fax: (209) 722-7690 
www.co.merced.ca.us 
 
Equal Opportunity Employer

Merced County Community Clean-up Program 
 

The Merced County Public Works is coordinating with each Municipal Advisory Council for the annual 
Community Clean-up in their districts.  The Community Clean-up will start on January 24, 2009.  
 
These Community Clean-ups will allow local residents to dispose of tires, appliances and other throwaway 
items. 
 
There will be charge for some items.  People discarding large appliances will be charged $1.00 and 
mattresses will also cost $1.00. 
 
Truck tires from 16.5 to 20 inches in size will cost $2.00 per tire.  Regarding car tires, the first 4 tires will 
be free, any tires over the 4-tire limit will cost $1.00.  No tractor or heavy equipment tires will be 
accepted. 
 
Carloads of discards will be charged $1.00 while pick-ups, vans, and station wagons will be $2.00.  Smaller 
single axle trailers less than 8 feet will be $3.00, while trailers 8 feet and 1-ton trucks will be $4.00.  NO 
PRESSURE TREATED WOOD ACCEPTED. 
 
Trucks over 1-ton or trailers over 8 feet will not be accepted, no exceptions.  All the Community Clean-ups 
will start at 9:00 AM and conclude at 2:30 PM SHARP. 
 
The Community Clean-up schedule is as follows: 

 COMMUNITY CLEAN-UP 2009 
  
South Dos Palos  January 24, 2009  Reynolds & Shain Road 
Dos Palos Y   January 31, 2009  Dos Palos Auction Yard 
Santa Nella   February 7, 2009  West Comet Road and Venus Circle 
El Nido   February 21, 2009  County Library Parking Lot 
Winton   February 28, 2009  Santa Fe Drive and Winton Way 
Delhi    March 7, 2009  Fourth Street & Gordon Street 
Hilmar   March 21, 2009  Community Center /Faulke Street 
Le Grand   March 28, 2009  Santa Fe Avenue & Jefferson Street 
Snelling   April 4, 2009   Henderson Park 
Stevinson   April 18, 2009   Hwy. 165 ¼ Mi. s/o Hwy. 140 
Franklin/Beachwood April 25, 2009  Santa Fe Business Parkway 
Planada   September 12, 2009  Childs Avenue across from Glen  
        Davis Ballfield 
Celeste    September 26, 2009  Dell Street off Hwy. 140 
McSwain   October 10, 2009  Buhach Road @ Moran Avenue 
  
Clean-up hours are from 9:00 AM to 2:30 PM sharp (NO EXCEPTIONS). 
 



The County again finds it necessary to charge a fee to reduce the cost of this clean-
up activity.  The following is a cost comparison of the Community Clean-up rates 
versus present County Landfill rates.  However, this year Merced County has 
received a State Grant from the State of California for the disposal of passenger 
tires.  There will be a limit of four passenger tires per load.  Any passenger tires 
beyond the four tires will cost the participant one dollar for each additional tire 
dumped at the Community Clean-up.  The Grant will not cover commercial loads, 
truck or tractor tires and will not be accepted as part of the Community Clean-up.  
We will set aside an area for truck tires outlined in the comparison rates at $2.00 
each. 
 
 

Adopted  
Community Current 
Clean-up  Landfill 
Rates        Rates       

Automobiles     $ 1.00  $15.00 
Pickups, Vans, Station Wagons  $ 2.00  $15.00 
Trailers (less than 8 feet)   $ 3.00  $15.00 
Trailers 8 feet or  
  1 Ton Trucks     $ 4.00  $26.00 - $33.41/Ton 
Passenger Car Tires    $ 1.00 Each  $ 3.00 Each 
Truck Tires      $ 2.00 Each  $ 7.00 Each 
Large Appliances     $1.00 Each  $18.00 (Refrigerators-Ea.) 

$10.00 (All Others-Ea.) 
Items that will not be accepted: 
A. Oil Waste 
B. Heavy Equipment and Tractor Tires  
C. Commercial Loads 
 
NO PRESSURE TREATED WOOD ACCEPTED. 
 

R:\WP\MISC\Clean-up News Release.doc 

 





  

ITEM 7 
MEMORANDUM  
 
DATE: MARCH 17, 2009 
 
TO:  INTEGRATED WASTE MANAGEMENT LOCAL TASK FORCE  
 
FROM: JENNIFER HALPIN, RECYCLING INFORMATION SPECIALIST  
 
SUBJECT: RESIDENTIAL WASTE AND DIVERSION PROGRAMS  

     
BACKGROUND 

 
Below is an update on residential solid waste and diversion (green waste and recycling) 
programs for the Cities and County of Merced. 
 
City of Atwater: curbside solid waste and green waste 
City of Dos Palos: curbside solid waste with green waste starting in April 2009 
City of Gustine: curbside solid waste and green waste, and a recycling drop off area at 26501 
Carnation Road  
City of Livingston: curbside solid waste and a recycling drop off area behind the Public Works 
building on 2238 Walnut Drive, Livingston 
City of Los Banos: curbside solid waste, green waste and recycling 
City of Merced: curbside solid waste, green waste and recycling 
County of Merced: curbside solid waste, green waste and recycling in the following areas: 
Beechwood/Franklin area, Delhi limits, Le Grand limits, McSwain area, Planada limits, and 
Winton limits (Households on the outskirts of these areas have curbside solid waste only) 

 
Recycling drop off areas for all of Merced County residents are located at the County landfills: 
Billy Wright Landfill – 17173 S. Billy Wright Road, Los Banos 
Highway 59 Landfill – 6040 N. Highway 59, Merced 

 
Recycling locations can also be found under www.mercedrecycles.com/residents.html by 
uploading the most recently updated “Merced County Community Recycling Drop off / Buyback 
Centers” handout.   

 
For more information, please contact the jurisdictions or MCAG recycling information specialist 
Jennifer Halpin at 209-723-3153 ext. 315 or Jennifer.Halpin@mcagov.org. 

 
REQUESTED ACTION 
 
For information only. 
 
Attachment: Merced County Community Recycling Drop off Centers – updated February 11, 
2009  

 
 



  

 
ITEM 11  

  
 
 MEMORANDUM  

 
DATE: MARCH 17, 2009 
 
TO:  INTEGRATED WASTE MANAGEMENT LOCAL TASK FORCE  
 
FROM: JENNIFER HALPIN, RECYCLING INFORMATION SPECIALIST  
 
SUBJECT: DIRECTION OF THE INTEGRATED WASTE MANAGEMENT LOCAL 

TASK FORCE 
     

BACKGROUND 
 
For the past several meetings, agenda items for the IWMLTF have been “information only” 
items.  To bring out the full potential of the IWMLTF, staff asked members in January about 
what they would like the IWMLTF to concentrate on.  The following are some responses from 
IWMLTF members: 
 

1. Setting up more collection centers for Household Hazardous Waste (HHW).  
2. Discuss more in depth the matter of recyclers who accept metal and having input from 

subject matter experts, given the number of metal thefts in the agricultural community 
and from foreclosed homes. 

3. Discuss more in depth the matter of actively involving the schools in recycling. 
4. Make recommendations to the MCAG Governing Board regarding waste management 

projects and policies. 
 
REQUESTED ACTION 
 
Recommend future directions for the IWMLTF to the MCAG Governing Board. 
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